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traditional music , N i .
T T e Hosted by Brian O’Donovan of A Celtic Sojourn

JOIN US FOR LIVE IRISH TRAD SESSIONS : Z o on WGBH radio. these gatherings featu
WITH LOCAL & VISITING TRAD IRISH MUSICIANS =2 '
MONDAY, FRIDAY, & SATURDAY NIGHTS &

ON SUNDAY AFTERNOONS witH JOHN GANNON

The Burren/ 247 Elm St. Davis Sq. Somerville/ www.burren.com / (617) 776-6896 See schedule: www.burren.com

CCE Boston Music School - Lessons Available:

Accordion, Banjo, Mandolin, Bodhran, Concertina, Fiddle, Flute
Guitar, Harp, Sean-nos Dance, Traditional Singing (Irish & English)
Uilleann Pipes, Whistle ~ Website: bostonirishmusicschool.com
Tara Lynch ~ Email: tara@bostonirishmusicschool.com
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Thanks for keeping
The tradition alive!

Sheriff Peter
Cassidy
Koutoujian

www.peterkoutoujian.com

e hibernian hall e

Rentals For All Occasions
151 Watertown Street * Watertown, MA

Call Rental Agent Hibernian Club
(617) 710-8680 (617) 924-9541

Space
Available

"A Taste of Ireland in the Heart of Massachusetts”

The mission of the Irish Cultural Centre,
is an ambitious and crucial one: to preserve and
promote Irish culture and heritage through music,
dance, arts, history, language, sports, festivals
and other cultural events and activities.
Find us on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and LinkedIn.

www.irishculture.org 781-821-8291
200 New Boston Drive, Canton, MA 02021




Merry Christmas! Happy New Year!

Websites: www.cceboston.org
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B L Reynolds-Hanafin-Cooley Branch ¢ Boston, MA USA www.bostonirishmusicschool.com

2025 - 2026 OFFICERS

Chairperson...Alanna Callendrello ~ Vice Chairperson...Regina Delaney =~ Treasurer...Michael Hickey
Secretary...Cait Bracken ~ Auditor...Jim Roach
Public Relations Officer...Maureen Woods _ Youth Officer...Patrick Wladron

Treori na Gaeilge...Patrick Clifford « Chaplain...Rev. Daniel Finn * Executive Board...John Kearney
Muinteoir Damhsa...Sally Harney ¢ Membership Coordinator...Barbara Boyd

Delegates to Regional Council...Barbara Boyd and Aoife Griffin ¢ Web Master...Eileen McClelland
Honorary Life Members...Kitty Curran * Frank Kennedy ¢« Maureen Keady « Ann Walsh * Barbara Davis ¢ Tara Lynch « Maureen Conway
Provincial Chair...Frankie McCormick ¢ Regional Chair...Tim Quinn ¢ Regional Vice Chair...Bridget English

Membership Year ~ November 1 thru October 31

Dues payable by Nov. 1:  Individual Adult Membership $25 < Second Adult (same address) $8
Couples $33 « Jr Membership (under 18) $5 e« Family Membership (with all children under 18) $40

Make check payable to: Reynolds-Hanafin-Cooley and note Membership on the check memo line

Mail to: Michael Hickey, Treasurer ¢ 100 Woodpecker Road ¢ Stoughton, MA 02072
Or apply/renew online at https://cceboston.org/membership/
For Newsletter Advertising Info and/or Rates ~ Call or text Maureen Woods (978) 518-0436

REGULAR BRANCH ACTIVITIES

Monthly Seisiiin ~ The first Sunday of
each month, October thru June & second
Sunday of September, 3:00 - 7:00 pm at the
Canadian-American Club, 202 Arlington
Street, Watertown. Musicians are invited to
join in. There is set, céili, old-time waltz and
other dancing. Admission $10 members/$15
non-members. Refreshments served.
Remember to bring along your own
tea/coffee mug to help save our planet!

Set/Céili Dance Workshops ~ With
Barbara Boyd & Alanna Callendrello are
held each Tuesday, September - May, at the
Canadian-American Club, 202 Arlington
Street, Watertown at 7:30 pm. $7. A/l levels
welcome.

Boston Comhaltas Music School ~ Offers
two 10-week semesters in the spring and fall
for most traditional Irish instruments,
including banjo, bodhran, button accordion,
concertina, flute, guitar, harp, mandolin, tin
whistle, and uilleann pipes, as well as
singing. Rental instruments are available to
enrolled students.
https://bostonirishmusicschool.com/
~ For address updates call Cait Bracken at
(619) 905-8482 or email
cait.bracken@gmail.com ~

A Chairoe,

And here we are at “the most wonderful time of the year.” It’s also time to
remind ourselves that the ‘most wonderful’ part is sharing and celebrating
our blessings with friends and family and not letting all the wonderful
distractions get in the way!

Our Annual General Meeting was held on October 5". Thank you to all
who attended. It was especially appreciated that Tara Lynch and Frank &
Regina Kennedy were present to offer their valuable input and institutional
knowledge, along with their wonderful selves. Aoife Griffin will become a
new delegate to the Regional Council, replacing Michael Hickey. We thank
all the continuing officers for their dedication to our branch. The Youth
Slow Session held prior to our meeting and October céili was a tremendous
success and will become a regular event preceding our monthly céilis.

Many folks know or know of Elizabeth Sweeney, the Irish Music Librarian
at Boston College. Elizabeth has announced her retirement and we’d like to
take this opportunity to thank her for her vital work in managing BC’s
extensive Irish music collection and also her role in the project to digitally
preserve tapes of some of the most prominent Boston Irish musicians of the
mid-20" century which “capture uniquely the time and spirit of this
evolving musical genre.”

April may seem the distant future, but it’s time to plan your trip to Chicago
for our annual North American convention or “Trad Irish Arts Weekend,”
as it’s billed this year. The folks in Chicago are known for hosting
memorable conventions. Reserve now; it’s likely to be a sell-out.

Many blessings to all this Christmas season and good health to you in the
new year ~ Maureen Woods, PRO

~ Kindly patronize our advertisers ~
~ Be sure to mention that you saw their ad in our newsletter ~


https://bostonirishmusicschool.com/
mailto:cait.bracken@gmail.com
https://cceboston.org/membership/
http://www.cceboston.org/
http://www.bostonirishmusicschool.com/

December 2025/January 2026 I

EVENTS/NOTICES

Monthly Seisitin/Céili & Youth Seisitin ~ Please join us on
Sunday, December 7%, 3:00-7:00 pm. Members $10, non-
members $15. Canadian American Club, 202 Arlington Street,
Watertown. Don’t forget your coffee cup and thank you in
advance for your kind donations of baked goods for tea and
raffle prizes. Our monthly seisiun/céili in January will be held
on the 4%, The youth slow seisitin inaugurated last month will
continue to precede our céili, 1:00-3:00 pm.

Weekly Set/Céili Dance Workshops ~ Every Tuesday with
Barbara Boyd & Alanna Callendrello at the Canadian
American Club, 7:30 — 9:00 pm. Come have some fun!

Membership Renewals ~ Many thanks to all who have
renewed your membership and especially to our new members.
It’s not too late to send in your renewal form! Please make
check payable to Reynolds-Hanafin-Cooley.

CCE North American Youth Chairperson Emily Bergen ~
hosts a virtual session every Sunday at 7:00 pm. Contact her at

emilybergincce@gmail.com for details.
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CCE North American Convention 2026
Chicago, IL, April 9™ — 12"
Registration is now open!

Book now!

https://cceconvention.com/
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CONDOLENCES & SYMPATHY

~ To Mairin Conneely and her family on the loss of her dear
husband of 56 years, Michael, on July 16th. A longtime RHC
member, Michael hailed from the Aran Island of Inish Meain.
Mairin devoted herself for many years to lovingly caring for
her kind, generous husband as he lived with dementia. Sadly,
Mairin also lost her dear sister this past summer.

~ To John McGrath’s wife Patty and his entire family on his
passing on October 29™. A kind & warm gentleman, John’s
enthusiasm for set dancing was cut short by Parkinson’s
disease. He’ll be remembered fondly by his many friends.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Irish Cultural Centre, 200 New Boston Drive, Canton
Check the ICC website for more events:
https://www.irishculture.org/whats-on/events

Set dance workshop ~ with Cait Bracken, Mondays, 7:00 pm.
All levels welcome! $10

The Friday Night Session Group ~ open session every week,
7:00 pm; all musicians, singers and toe-tappers are welcome.

The ICC has many Christmas events scheduled: Chloe Agnew,
Meadbh Walsh, Michael Londra, An Irish Christmas with
ISHNA, as well as the ICC annual open house and 50/50 draw.
Check their website (above) for details.

Irish Pastoral Centre ~ is now hosting a Community Lunch
prior to the monthly Trad Session on the 3™ Sunday of each
month, 12:30 — 2:30. The session immediately follows. 540
Gallivan Blvd., Dorchester. www.ipcboston.org

Irish History Courses ~ Sean Murphy’s upcoming offerings can
be found on his website https://www.irishhistory.online/. Sean’s
set dance class is held at O’Shea’s Old Inn, West Dennis.
Tuesdays, 5:30 pm.

Cork Club Dance ~ December 13", music by Tommy Byrne &
Jerry Bailey. January 10", music by Mossie Coughlin. K of C,
15 Winslow St. Arlington, 7:00-10:00 pm. Refreshments served.

St. Stephen’s Day Ceili ~ is being planned once again by the
South Shore Ceili Club. More information will be sent via email.

Danvers Christmas Ceili ~ will be held on Sunday, December
28" 3:00 pm. Danvers Art Association, 105 Elliot St, Danvers.

Set Dancing Opportunities ~ we’d like to list the various set
dance opportunities in our area on our website. We’d appreciate
if organizers would send along contact information and any
details you would like listed to mo.woods@comcast.net.

Bill Black & Cat’s Melodeon ~ session at The Auld Triangle,
412 Main Street, Hyannis. Saturdays, 3:00-5:00 pm. Also
performing at “Belong to Each Other” Fundraiser at The Daily
Brew, 412 North Falmouth Hwy, Dec 28%. For time and more
events on the Cape & south shore, visit http://www.capeirish.com
Bill composed the “prayer tune” below in honor of Adelia
Summers, an 8§ year old who battled bravely but unsuccessfully
against brain cancer. http://www.adeliastrong.com.

Tune courtesy of Bill Black http://www.capeirish.com/ittl

The WONDER GIRL HORNPIPE (for Adelia)

~ For newsletter items or suggestions, call or text Maureen Woods (978) 518-0436 or email mo.woods@comcast.net ~
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Céad Mile Failte ~ Emerald Resort
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Irish History - Two Courses Every Month
Each month there will be a general history topic and
a history of one of the 32 counties. Courses are presented live
on Zoom onThursday evenings. Course fee is $90 a course.
Visit irishhistory.online or email seanmurphy630@gmail.com

Red Rooster Bar & Grill

510 Washington St., Wrentham, MA
(508) 384-6669 ~ www.theredroo.com
Best Little Irish Bar on Route 1
Trad Irish Seisiun on Sundays

www.facebook.com/redrooster510/

Fiddle Ryan & Brennish Thomson
Ba."l.o . performances, lessons, AV recording
Ceili Piano

2023 NH
Flufe/Whis’rle Governor’s Award

Celtic Guitar for Folk Heritage

603-659-2658
cfiddle @tiac.net
captainfiddle.com

The Friends of

Harvard Celtic Studies

Dept. of Celtic Languages and Literatures
Barker Center = 12 Quincy Street
Cambridge, MA 02138
Phone: (617) 495-1206 = Fax: (617) 495-1010

http:www.fas.harvard.edu/~celt_fes/

connachc Musicians adept at playing sessions,
festivals, weddings, corporate events,

social events, pub gigs, and more.
CONNACHTBAND.COM
781-686-7705

Ceol craioisiunca Na h'éiresm

Hibernian Hall * 151 Watertown St.

Watertown, MA
Info: Call Frank Bane (508) 734-5170

~ Rentals for All Occasions ~

Canadian-American Hall
202 Arlington Street ~ Watertown, MA
Email: canadian-americanclub@gmail.com
Website: www.canadianamericanclub.com

(617) 924-9827

Kevin McElroy
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Contact me anytime for a list of
violins and bows for sale.

Classes

Walpole MA
for All Ages

Harney Academy of Irish Dance
www.harneyacademy.com
(508) 668-3479

+ Open session for Musicians & Singers of
all ages and abilities.
+ Irish Food & Drink available to purchase.

Space
Available

Space
Available




